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Synopsis

Encounters with Reality, 2nd Edition, contains 1,001 real-life scenarios that are sad, funny,
perplexing and sometimes downright scary. It builds on the first edition by including responses and
perspectives from experienced interpreters, deaf consumers, interpreter training program students,
certified deaf interpreters, and successful National Interpreter Certification (NIC) candidates.
Additionally, this edition provides a chapter dedicated to challenges in interpreting addressed by
Demand-Control Schema Analysis. This groundbreaking text serves as an essential resource for
sign language interpreters by providing the foundation for discucssion in the classroom or among

colleagues.
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Customer Reviews

Brenda Cartwright is an experienced interpreter, teacher and presenter. She is the Director of the
Sign Language Interpreter Program at Lansing Community College. She holds a Comprehensive
Skills Certificate (CSC), Certificate of Transliteration (CT), and Certificate of Interpretation (Cl) from

the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf.

| had to read Encounters with Reality: 1,001 Interpreting Scenarios for one of my college classes
and | enjoyed it immensely. As the title suggests, the book contains 1001 Interpreting Scenarios.
These are all things that have happened to real interpreters. Many of the scenarios just state what

happened, giving you to opportunity to put thought into how you would respond in a similar situation.



There are also a lot of scenarios that have both interpreter's and deaf people’s opinion on how the
situation should be handled. It was interesting to read the two points of view. In class we would pick

a scenario and then discuss how it should be/ or should have been handled.

As an aspiring interpreter, still in college, | am learning so much about ethical behaviour in the
profession. This book lays out so many different scenarios, which have actually happened to
interpreters in the field, and gives you the opportunity to apply critical thinking in order to understand
the most ethical way to handle each situation. We used it in one class, but | continue to use it as |
gain Practicum experience in the field. There are also areas in the book that give the perspective of
a working interpreter, a Deaf consumer, and helps to open up the mindset and think of things in a
different way. Definitely a must have for any aspiring interpreter, or working interpreter looking to

broaden their scope in the field.

This is probably my favorite book I've ever had to buy and read for school. | love how it provides
real-life scenarios that took place in the interpreting world. You never know what to expect as an
interpreter, and this book certainly proves that! It has stories that just make you shake your head
and wish you could’ve witnessed it with your own two eyes. Some are funny, some are happy, and
some just make you wonder. It really is a great read. It provides great perspective on what the

career of an interpreter can entail.

This is a must read for any interpreter or interpreting student because it has real life scenarios for
you to learn from. By the cover it might look like the average boring college textbook, but do not be
fooled. It is very well written and broken up beautifully. Some scenarios may even have you
laughing due to the uniqueness of the situation. By the end of this book | could clearly identify the

problem in the situation and formulation my own solution.

This book is a must read for aspiring interpreters, an even already working interpreters! It gives you
so many different scenarios to get your mind thinking about what you would do in a given situation
(that have happened to people in real life)! It helps you make good and ethical decisions. | highly

recommend this book!

This book applies directly to real scenarios that interpreters have encountered. Not only does it

describe each scenario from interpreters, but it has many sections with personal input. It helps



interpreters, future interpreter, or anyone who is interesting in becoming an interpreter help think
ethically about each situation, what to do next time a similar situation occurs, and how to handle the

situation.

This book is honestly amazing! It takes real life scenarios that interpreters experience and offer
feedback and how to handle the scenarios. This is incredible helpful when faced with a tough

decision pertaining to ethics. Highly recommend!

Overpriced, if you ask me, but the product is exactly what it states, a book of interpreter
experiences. | like how it's broken into sections, for example, situations where the terp made a
mistake, as opposed to another type of dilemma.
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